Phone: 1300 309 004
www.petsearch.com.au
Em: help@petsearch.com.au
PO Box 837, Blacktown, NSW, 2148
Pet Search – reuniting lost and stolen pets for over 23 years.
21st January 2016
Dear animal carers,
Firstly, thank you for being an activist for our pets. We, like you recognise that
pets are more than just a piece of property that we own. Pets are family too, but
unfortunately the law does not recognise our pets as anything more than
property. If your mobile phone is stolen or your dog is stolen the law sees them
as being worth the value that it cost you to purchase. Around the world there are
changes happening to recognise animals as being sentient beings. Just last year
New Zealand took this step, lets hope Australia can too.
The attached petition is a step towards showing the government the role that
pets play in families and the request that they support that role by providing
protection to families and pets against theft and consequences more in line with
the pet being a member of the family than just the cost of purchasing that pet.
If you would like to collect signatures, you can do so by printing out all 3 pages.
You can take it along to your Australia day celebrations, pet related events, club
meetings, school groups, anywhere you like. If you need more pages, please
ensure you reprint page 3 with the paragraph at the top, as signatures collected
without the paragraph at the top will not be accepted by the government. People
need to provide their name, signature and address and signatures without this
information will not be accepted. This information will not be used for any
other purpose besides this petition and we ask that you take measures to keep
this information secure. You can forward completed signatures to the Petition
team , Pet Search - PO Box 837, Blacktown, NSW, 2148.
We hope to have your support and we hope that we can make progress on this
issue in New South Wales and then take this to the other state and territory
governments too.
Lee Jefferies
Senior Pet Detective
Pet Search
You can keep up to date with the petition and our other news via our newsletter,
just visit www.petsearch.com.au and enter your email at the bottom of the page

To the Honourable the Speaker and Members of the
Legislative Assembly of New South Wales.
The preamble
Pets are a part of the majority of households in New South Wales and in most households
pets are considered part of the family. There is a rising rate of pet theft and pets being held
and not returned to their families, we need to take action to recognise this type of theft and
work to reduce its occurrence by providing a deterrent and appropriate consequences.
The Petition of the citizens of New South Wales Brings to the attention of the House:
That we want stronger and tougher pet theft legislation to increase the punishment to those
involved in the theft of a dog, cat, rabbit, reptile, ferret, guinea pig, bird or horse.
We want pets and horses to be legally regarded as living members of the family and not as
objects or property.
We want to see pet theft punishment set somewhere between kidnapping and the theft of
property or an object. The personal value of a pet is much higher than the purchase price and
the law needs to reflect this.
The undersigned petitioners therefore ask the Legislative Assembly to:
Consider a mandatory prison sentence punishment for anyone who steals pets with the
purpose of extracting a ransom, or seeking reward for the safe return of those animals, or
with the intention of harming it or with the intention of not returning it to its rightful owner.
We want police and courts to have tougher and stronger powers and to prioritise the theft of
pets over the theft of objects.
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